RIGHTS or BRITONS, 


EXTRACTED FROM 


MAGNA CHARTA, The BILL of RIGHTS, 
And, The HABEAS CORPUS ACT : 
TO WHICH IS ADDED. | 
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E that would animate mankitd-to the” ſupport of 
Freedom, ſhould himſelf feel, in an eminent de- 
gree, that ardour which he wiſhes to inſpire. Even an 
enthuſiaſm therein, may be deemed an holy rapture. 
This being premiſed, ſuffer me to lay before you an 
abſtract from thoſe Laws, which are the pride and glo- 
ry of Engliſhmen. | 
The tyrannic proceedings of King John, cauſed the 
united Barons, clad in arme, to demand from him a De- 
claration of the Rights of the People, which was ob- 
tained on the 1 5th of June, 1215, when he ſigned that 
great Palladium of Engliſi Liberty, MAGNA CHARTA. 
The contents of this Charter is the antient and approv- 
ed Laws of the Land; ſo antient, that they ſeem to 
be coeval with the nation, and ſo well approved, that 
they paſſed through all the Brizi/h, Roman, Daniſh, Sax- 
on and Norman tunes, with little or no alteration. 

The 23d Clauſe of this Charter, ſays, A Freeman 
“ ſhall not be ainerced for a /iz/e offence, but accord- 
e ing to the manner of the offence, and for a great of- 
<« fence after the greatneſs thereof, ſaving to him his 
ce contenement, and a merchant ſaving to him his er- 
* chandize, and a villian ſaving his waznage, (ie. Goods 
te and Implements ſufficient to carry on their reſpective 
* employments) and none of the ſaid amercements ſhall 
<< be aſſeſſed, but by oath of good and lawful men. of 
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But by the uſurped power of the Judges in aſſeſſing 
fines in caſes of miſdemeanour, this glorious right ot 
having fines aſſeſſed by the Jury, is unjuſtly and infa- 
mouſly raviſhed from us. | 
The 43d Clauſe runs thus, No freeman ſhall be 
te taken, nor impriſoned, nor diſſeized, nor out-lawed, 
nor exiled, nor deſtroyed in any manner, nor will we 
te paſs upon him, nor condemn him, but by the /awyu/ 
Judgment of his Peers, or by the Law of the Land, 
(i.e. legal proceſs by a Jury of equals). We will fel} 
& to none, we will deny, nor delay to none Right and 
<« Juſtice.” And in order that Juice might not be de- 
layed, the Habeas Corpus Law was made in the year 
1679, of which the following is an abſtract : © It any 

e perſon committed to priſon by warrant, for Treaſon 
'* or Felony, ſhall on the firſt day of the Seſſions of 
* Oyer and Terminer, or firſt week of Term, pray to 
te be brought to Tryal, and if he be not indicted the 
© next Seſſions or Term, after ſuch commitment, he ſhall 
* upon motion, the /a/? day of ſuch Term or Seſſions 
be admitted to Bail. A priſoner may obtain his Ha- 
* beas Corpus from out of the Chancery, or from any 
* Fudge ; and if the Lord Chancellor, or any Fudge deny 
* ſuch Habeas Corpus, he ſhall forteit Five Hundred 
* Pounds to the party aggrieved.” 

This great barrier againſt oppreſſion was ſuſpended 
laſt year, when Citizens Hardy, Tooke, Thielavall, &c. 
had not an Indictment preferred againſt them for five 
months after commitment. When the Tyrant James 
the Second was driven from the 7/rone, by an injured and 
oppreſſed People, a general Convention of the Nation 
was called; they being aſſembled, drew up a Declaration 
of the Rights of the People, or Bil L OF RIGHTS, and 
to which compact, the Pzixcs of Or ance ſubſcrib- 
ed, before he was proclaimed KING; and for the ſup- 
porting of which invaluable inſtrument, the Houſe of 
Brunſwick was ſeated on the Britiſi Throne. 

This Declaration after enumerating the grievances 
under which the people groancd, by the deſpotic 
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for High. Treaſon ought to be Freeho/ders. 
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reign of James, and declaring the Throne 1 pro- 


ceeds to aſſert the Rights of the People in the follow- 


* Articles: 

That the pretended Power of ſuſpending Laws, 
or tha execution of Laws by regal authority withour 
conſent of Parliament, 7s egal. 

11. That the pretended Power of diſpenſing wich 
Laws, or the execution of Laws by regal authority, 
as it hath been aſſumed and exerciſed of late, is illegal. 

111. That the Commiſhon for erecting the late 
Court of Commiſſioners for Ecclefiaſtical Cauſes, and 
all other Commiſſions and Courts of the like nature, 


are illegal and pernicions. 
iv. That levying Money to or for this uſe of the 


Crown, by pretence of prerogative, without grant of 


Parliament, for longer time, or in any other manner, 


than the ſame is, or [hall be granted, zs illegal. 
v. That it is the right of the ſubject to perizzou the 


King; and all commitments and prolecutions tor ſuch 


petitioning, are illegal. 


vI. That the raiſing or keeping a ſtanding Army 
within the Kingdom, in time of Peace, unlets it be 
with conſent of Parliament, 7s againf Law. 

VII. That the Subjects which are Proteſants, may 
have Arms for their defence, ſuitable to their conditi- 
on, and as allowed by Law. 

VIII, That election of Members of Parliament 


ought to be free. 


1X, That the freedom of ſpeech, and debates or 
proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeach- 
ed or queſtioned in any Court or Place out of Parlia- 


ment. 


x. That exceſſive bail ought not to be required. nor 
exceſſive fines im poſed, nor r cruel and unuſual punith- 


ments inflicted. 


xi. That Jurors ought to be duly impannelled and 
returned, and Jurors which paſs upon men in trial 
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ix. That all grants and premiſes of fines and for- 
feitures of particular perſons, before conviction, are 
illegal and void. „„ 
XIII. And that for redreſs of all grievances, and 
for the amending, ſtrengthening, and preſerving of 
the Laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently, |} 
„ And they do claim, demand, and inſiſt upon all 
ce and fingular the Premiſes, as their undoubted Rights | 
ce and Privileges; and that no Declarations, Judg- 
c ments, Doings, or Proceedings, to the Prejudice of 
* the People, in any of the ſaid Premiſes, ought in 
« any wiſe to be drawn hereafter in conſequence or 
« example.” | _—_—_ 1 4 

Theſe, Citizens, are the Rights to which you were 
Born, which it is hoped will be handed down to your © 
remoteſt poſterity, and which Rights his Majeſty con- 
firms by oath, and ſwears invariably to defend at his 
Coronation, which Oath was formed at the Revolution, 
and 1s as follows : 1 = 

Queſtion. © Will you ſolemnly promiſe and ſwear -} 
to govern the People of this Kingdom of England, 

and the dominions thereto belonging, according to 

the ſtatutes in Parliament agreed on, and the Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the ſame ?? _ 

Anſwer, *©* I ſolemnly promiſe ſo to do.” 1M 

% Will you to your power, cauſe Law and Juſtice ! 
« in Mercy to be executed in all your Judgments ? } 

Anſwer, «© I will.” | a Þ 

Will you to the utmoſt of your power, maintain 


* the Laws of Gop, the true profeſſion of the Goſpel j 


again moſt ſolemnly fears 


* and the Proteſtant reformed Religion, as by law 
«© eſtabliſhed ? and will you preſerve unto the Biſhops 3 
4 and Clergy, Rights and Privileges as by Law, do, 
« or ſhall appertain unto them, or any of them All 
40 — I — — to do,” . 3 ; 
Then the King layi is n the Goſpels, 

G 00 tine: which, 1 

have before promiſed, I will perform and keep, } 
So help me God.? 1 


. 


